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Upcoming Events

March 7
Willy Wonka Auditions - 

Dancing

March 8
Kindergarten Registration

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Demarest Building

Willy Wonka Auditions - 
Callbacks

March 9
Kindergarten Registration

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Demarest Building

March 10
Family STEAM Day

March 12
Kindergarten Registration

4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Demarest Building

March 13
HBOE Meeting

March 14
SEPAC Meeting

March 5, 2018

Social Media
Digital Backpack

Facebook
Twitter

Mobile Application

Dear Parents and Guardians:

I hope that you enjoyed your weekend and had the opportunity to 
relax with your family and friends.  I have a lot of exciting news to 
share with you in this week’s edition of The Herald.  

Before I proceed with news, events, and accomplishments, I would 
like to address a serious topic. Students in various schools across the 
state, as well as parents, have either conducted or called for walkouts 
to raise awareness regarding gun violence.  Most notably, a national 
school walkout is currently being coordinated for Wednesday, March 
14, 2018 to begin at 10:00 a.m. and last for 17 minutes in remembrance 
of the 17 victims of the recent tragedy at Majorie Stoneman Douglas 
High School.  

The New Jersey Department of Education has provided guidance to 
school districts in regard to events as such.  The Hoboken School 
District respects freedom of speech, expression and demonstration, 
as well as a parent’s right to participate in this this national walkout 
with their child.  However, we must be mindful of the increased security 
risks, given the predetermined and widely publicized date and time-
specific call for this walkout.

The Hoboken Public School District has consulted with representatives 
from various parent organizations, principals, as well as with our local 
law enforcement officials. Safety is of our utmost concern. Therefore, 
the High School Student Council is working directly with the schools’ 
staff and administration to plan accordingly.  In addition, our guidance 
counselors have worked with Assistant Superintendent, Mr. Gerald 
Fitzhugh, to develop “Peace Lessons” to be delivered during this 
time.  The lessons will not be directly related to the Majorie Stoneman 
Douglas High School tragedy, but will address the power of peaceful 
interactions. It would be naive to think that children will not ask 
questions during the walkout period, as they may see classmates 
leaving the room. Our staff is prepared for this, as Principals and 
specialized professionals have offered the most appropriate ways to 
respond or gather questions so that we can work in partnership with 
parents to reply.  

We, as a school district, will not be escorting children outside during 
the national walkout. However, in an effort to be proactive, we are 
asking that any parent choosing to sign their child out during the 
planned walkout complete a Parental Pre-Authorization Form, return 
it to your child’s school no later than Friday, March 9, 2018, and arrive 
no later than 9:30 AM.  If you do not wish to sign your child out of 
school for the national walkout, you do not have to complete the 
form and no other notification is necessary.  Please understand that 
no child will be released to anyone other than the primary parent 
or guardian on file or without the signed Pre-Authorization Form 
received on Friday, March 9th. 

The purpose of the Pre-Authorization Form is to facilitate orderly pick-
up location in each of our schools, ensure that we are able to check 
parent identification (as we do with all other parent sign-outs), and 
safely re-admit children to the school building. It is also imperative 
to inform you that by signing the Parental Pre-Authorization Form to 
sign your child out for the purpose of the national walkout, you are 
taking full responsibility for your child during this time and that the 
district expects full cooperation and orderly assembly.  The Parental 
Pre-Authorization Form can be accessed here and will be e-mailed to 
all families and sent home with all children.

Your cooperation is paramount, as we must comply with reporting 
requirements and protocols specified in the Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) between education and law enforcement officials. 
Please forward any questions that you may have regarding the national 
walkout, the Parental Pre-Authorization Form, logistics associated 
with the national walkout, or the planned lessons to your building 
principal.  Each stands ready to assist.

Back to The Herald...As always, I would like to congratulate our 
February Students of the Month.  Each of the following amazingly 
talented students will be honored at the March 13th Board of 
Education Meeting:

Hoboken High School    Demeara Davenport, Grade 12
Hoboken Middle School  Nyla Garcia, Grade 8
Brandt Elementary School   Isaac Pineda, Grade 1
Calabro Elementary School   Amelie Cademartori, Grade 2
Connors Elementary School   Jaiden Soriano, Grade 4
Wallace Elementary School   Jayce Fuller, Pre K

At the same Board of Education Meeting, we will also be honoring 
our Teachers of the Year and Educational Services Professionals, our 
Music Department, Calabro’s Spelling Bee Champ, and our students 
who participated in Montclair State University’s Chamber Music Day.  

This past week, each of our Elementary Schools hosted Kindergarten 
Visitation Days.  Parents and guardians spent the morning in the school 
that their child will attend in September, and were welcomed by the 
Principal, staff, and P.T.O. representatives. T-shirts and welcome note 
tags were given to each family as a small token, letting them know how 
honored we are to be able to serve their child in our K-12 program.  I 
would like to personally thank our Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory 
Committee for supporting our commitment to and efforts in balancing 
our socio-economic and racial/ethnic footprint in each school, while 
providing such valuable feedback throughout the placement process. 
The Kindergarten Testimonial Series was so powerful and uplifting. 

While we placed 365 Pre-K 4 children into next year’s Kindergarten 
Program, we also have to begin thinking about those families who 
are not currently enrolled in our Pre-K but would like to a part of our 
Kindergarten Program. For those families, and all those new to the 
city, we will be hosting “New to the District” Kindergarten Registration 
Sessions in our Enrollment Office on the 2nd Floor of the Demarest 
School Building on Thursday and Friday, March 8th and 9th from 9:00 
AM to 1:00 PM & on Monday, March 12th from 4:00 PM to 9:00 PM.  
In addition, we will also host registration on Wednesday, April 11th 
from 8:30 AM to 2:30 PM and 5:00 PM to 7:30 PM at the David E. 
Rue School Gymnasium.  For additional details including necessary 
paperwork and items to bring with you please click here.

I am elated to announce a fun-filled family day focused on STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) learning 
at Hoboken High School on Saturday, March 10th. To begin, Ms. 
Miller’s Theater Department will be hosting a Family Theater Day, 
from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM. This fundraiser organized by Ms. Miller 
and her staff, is intended to showcase the work of the Department 
and all of our talented students. Those families in attendance will 
learn from Hoboken Public School District’s nationally-recognized 
Theater Department by participating in a series of workshops and 
other exciting, hands-on theatre activities. More information can be 
found on our website. I do hope that you join us and enjoy a morning 
of theater with your entire family! 

Immediately following the conclusion of Theater Day, Hoboken High 
School will be hosting our first ever Makers Day Event, beginning at 
12:30 PM. Be sure to plan your family’s entire day at Hoboken High 
School. At this event, your family will learn all about the awesome things 
happening inside Hoboken High School’s engineering,robotics, and 
computer science labs. Adults and children will have the opportunity 
to participate in Robotics Challenges, experiment with button makers 
and different electronics, use the 3D printers, and so much more! 
Come celebrate STEAM with us on March 10th.  It is sure to be an 
incredible day!

If you didn’t already know, highly anticipated auditions for this year’s 
District Musical, Willy Wonka are almost here. I want to personally 
wish all of our students who are trying out for a part in this year’s 
production the best of luck. All updates will be posted on our website 
throughout the week.

As the district gears up for the District’s Musical later this spring, the 
Theater Department will also be hosting the highly-anticipated Disney 
Sing-Along Event on March 23rd.  Children are invited to dress up 
like their favorite Disney characters and sing-along to classic Disney 
songs. Doors will open at 4:30 PM for snacks, raffles, balloon animals, 
and face painting before the show begins at 6:00 PM. To purchase 
tickets in advance, go to: hhsnj.booktix.com.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Calabro 
Elementary School for their collaborative fundraising efforts. Calabro 
Elementary School students raised $7,495.98 during the Pennies For 
Patients Campaign benefiting The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society!  
Parents, children and staff were so proud of their efforts and their 
accomplishment. Kudos to all those involved!

Our partnership with Stevens Institute of Technology continues 
to flourish. In addition to the thriving 6th Grade Ducklings STEM 
Program, two classes of Stevens’ students and their professors, are 
continuing along with their design work for our new outdoor activity 
park and indoor living classroom at Hoboken Middle School. This past 
week, Stevens students design visited Wallace Elementary School 
and presented three-dimensional models of their ideas to our 5th and 
6th graders, who in turn, provided feedback. The Stevens Institute 
of Technology students will be making their rounds to Calabro and 
Connors in the coming week! 

There are so many extended learning experiences happening after 
school across the district. There are two experiences in particular 
that I want to ensure that all families learn more about.  First, in our 
Passport to Learning After School Program, children enrolled in Project 
H.E.R.O.I.S.M. took the time to make scarves and hats for Hoboken’s 
Homeless Shelter. Students took great pride in hand designing these 
pieces that will certainly help keep many people warm. In addition, 
students enrolled in Project H.E.R.O.I.S.M. also designed and pieced 
together a patchwork quilt for the Linus Project. 

Second, Hoboken Middle 
School hosted a 6th 
Grade Leadership Event 
last week. Just over 50, 
6th grade students from 
each of our elementary 
schools were bused to 
Hoboken Middle School 
from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM 
and participated in a series 
of team building and 
goal setting activities, led by Ms. Elizabeth Barry. The intent of this 
event was to introduce students from each school and to help forge 
common bonds and friendships prior to entering the Middle School 
as 7th graders in September. This event was a nice precursor for the 
Middle School’s Black History Month Assembly and Personal Advisory 
Day.  

S.T.E.M. learning across the district continues to thrive and grow. 
Last week, Mr. Cheng and his computer science students at the 
High School used Python to cypher through and analyze big data.  
Biomedical science students, under the leadership of Mr. Thomas 
learned about the symptoms and complications of diabetes, as well 
as the corresponding body systems. And, 5th graders in each of our 
schools designed and built vex machines, then coded via ipads in 
order to operate them.  

At this time, three Hoboken High School students have earned full 
scholarships to work with Mr. Stephen Fink at Coditum. Congratulations 
to Hoboken High School Students Sophia Ortiz, Thomas Negron, 
and Davion Delgado. Coditum has recently opened a new location 
in the Hoboken Monroe Center, where students will be trained in 
application programs like Python and Java, and more importantly, 
how to teach these programs to others.  After completing the 
program, our participating students will have the opportunity to intern 
as coding teachers with Coditum in our Passport to Learning After 
School Program. Following a successful semester of teaching, these 
students will also be offered a technical interview with Coditum, and 
potential employment thereafter. This is a once-in-a-lifetime, world-
class experience offered no where else but Hoboken High School. I 
am so proud of Sophia, Thomas and Davion!

We are also extremely proud of our High School Model U.N. Team.  
This weekend, the newly formed group of highly motivated students 
traveled to St. Peter’s University for the Model United Nations Debate 
Competition on Saturday.  The team brought home two academic 
awards of excellence. The Best Delegation Award went to Andrew 
Moya and Anthony Sessa. And, the Honorable Mention Delegation 
Award was presented to Amanda Hichez. This has been a wonderful 
month for Amanda. She was recently notified that she was admitted 
into the Brown University Summer Pre-College Law Program. I would 
also like to congratulate Denise Peguero, Hoboken High School junior. 
Denise was recently accepted into the Boston University Summer Pre 
College Journalism Program.

Our schools continue to support unique learning experiences. On 
February 22, 2018  Ms. Kobylarz, Ms. Cruz, Mr. Barfield and Ms. 
De La Rosa took the Hoboken High School International Club and 
Student Council  to the Fraunces Tavern Museum in New York City to 
view its preserved collection from the Colonial Era and Revolutionary 
War period. Museum staff helped our students better understand 
the immense struggles African-Americans endured throughout the 
American Revolution in New York City.  Our students and staff also 
walked to the African Burial Ground National Monument. Established 
in 2006, the national monument is a place to contemplate the spirit 
of the first enslaved laborers. For most of the colonial era and even 
beyond, this area was the only cemetary for over 50,000 Africans and 
African descendants. Our students discussed sacrifice, perseverance, 
respect, power of community, and the continual hope for a better 
future for all. Students on this extended trip were additionally afforded 
the opportunity to take see world famous financial landmarks such as 
The New York Stock Exchange, Federal Hall and The Federal Reserve.

Hoboken High School’s Guidance Department will be hosting a 
student and family College Planning Night on Thursday, March 
22nd. This event is another glowing example of the High School’s 
commitment to assisting families through the college search and 
application processes, as well financial aid guidelines and paperwork. 
The Class of 2018 has already exceeded 12 million dollars in college 
and university academic and merit scholarships

In closing, please be sure to mark your calendars.  The third semester 
of our Explorations program will begin on March 12. Mr. Della Fave 
will be publishing the new intramural opportunities this coming week. 
Also, do not forget to advance purchase your tickets for the joint 
P.T.O. fundraiser on April 15th, when the Harlem Wizards basketball 
team will take on Hoboken Public School District staff members.  You 
can purchase tickets by clicking on the following link: harlemwizards.
thundertix.com/events/124353 

On behalf of the Hoboken Special Needs Parent Group, you can find 
their monthly newsletter attached here. 

For district information, program updates, and upcoming events, I 
encourage you to take a look at our new Interactive Calendar! Inside 
you will find important program highlights and resources, contact 
information, and more! This calendar will be updated throughout the 
year, so be sure to check back often. In addition, we have posted a 
website tutorial for those having some difficulty finding information.  

As always, be sure to connect with us on our social media platforms and 
download our mobile application, where we publish updates in real-
time for your convenience. Follow us on Twitter @HobokenSchools, 
like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools, and 
download our app on your Android and iOS devices by searching 
“Hoboken School District” in the Google Play Store and Apple Store.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Christine Johnson
Dr. Christine Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

New HPEF Initiatives
Become a Donor

www.hobokenpef.org

The District Website

Our website is the best place to find all of 
our District resources, contact information, 
upcoming events, and everything else you 
might want to know about the Hoboken Public 
Schools. 

Using the link below, you will find detailed 
information on how to navigate the website and 
find exactly what you need. This index will be 
updated regularly, so be sure to refer back often 
to find out what’s new!

Navigating the District Website

Hoboken High School
Featured School

College and Career Readiness

The Hoboken Public School District is committed to providing 
a solid framework for all students to be successful in their 
chosen path after graduation. The vision of a Hoboken High 
School graduate identi es the knowledge, skills, readiness and 
dispositions our students should have in order to be ready to 
effectively navigate college, career and future opportunities. 
This solid foundation has positively in uenced our students 
to undertake and take on the challenges that will globally in 
uence their futures.

Nearly all of our students aspire to continue their education 
after high school. There are, however, many different ways to 
pursue a post-secondary education and each have a value 
in the current and projected economy. Finding the right fit 
for each student is critical to ensure that they make a wise 
investment and are adequately prepared to be successful.

Click here to find out more about our College & Career Readiness programming, including all of
our exciting Summer Learning Opportunities.
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Brandt Elementary School

Hoboken Middle School

Hoboken High School

Calabro Elementary School

Connors Elementary School

Wallace Elementary School

HMS Personal Advisory Day 

On Wednesday, Hoboken Middle School held their second Personal Advisory Day, in which 
students participate in activities designed to increase wellness, character building, test-taking skills 
and more. Students in 8th grade had the opportunity to meet with Hoboken High School guidance 
counselors to begin planning for their future.

``

Early Childhood Education
In celebration of Dr. Seuss’ birthday, students participated in activities 
to celebrate his life, accomplishments, and writing throughout the 
week. Around the district, children explored primary colors and 
different shapes to create a new hat for The Cat in the Hat, read his 
books for story lab and story extension, and learned about rhyming.  
Children also wore silly hats, wacky clothing, made Oobleck, and 
wore crazy socks to school! These activities culminated on Friday 
when we welcomed parents and community volunteers in to our 
classrooms to read for Read Across America.  This is always a favorite 
week for teachers to celebrate the author as well as our children’s 
literacy skills.

``

Tools of the Mind
Story Grammar is a Tools of the Mind activity that engages 
children in thinking about a familiar story. In this activity, the 
teacher hands out story grammar mediator cards before 
reading a story. The class discusses characters, setting, and the 
order of events. After, the teacher and the children place the 
story grammar pieces on the flannel board to visually retell the 
story.

The purpose of this activity is to practice cognitive skills, learn 
how to analyze the story, and identify its structure: setting, 
characters, events. It also strengthens oral language skills and 
builds vocabulary.  You can practice retelling stories with your 
children at home to strengthen the home/school connection.

Project HEROISM
Children enrolled in the Passport to Learning class Project H.E.R.O.I.S.M. took the time to make 
scarves and hats for Hoboken’s Homeless Shelter last week. Students took great pride in hand 
designing these pieces that will certainly help keep many people warm. In addition, students 
enrolled in Project H.E.R.O.I.S.M. also designed and pieced together a patchwork quilt for the 
Linus Project. 

Calabro Fundraising
We are so proud of our Calabro Cougars, 
who helped raise $7,495.98 during 
the Pennies For Patients Campaign 
benefiting The Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society!  
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